Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Office of General Counsel: 
ORDINANCE 2015-453
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $325,000 FROM OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL RETAINED EARNINGS TO PROVIDE FOR SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING FOR THE CITY’S LITIGATION AND EXPERT WITNESS COSTS IN THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL’S ANCILLARY LEGAL ACCOUNTS FOR EXPERT WITNESSES IN THE CASE STYLED U.S. vs City of Jacksonville, et al, Case No. 3:12-cv-451-J-32MCR (M.D. Fla.); REQUESTING ONE CYCLE EMERGENCY APPROVAL; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Justice and other parties (the “plaintiffs”) have sued the City of Jacksonville and the Jacksonville Association of Firefighters, Local 122 (the “Union”) in Federal Court regarding the City of Jacksonville’s hiring practices in the Jacksonville Fire and Rescue Department, in the case styled U.S. vs City of Jacksonville, et al., Case No. 3:12-cv-451-J-32MCR (M.D. Fla.); and 


WHEREAS, on June 9, 2015, the Federal Court issued an order denying the City’s motion for summary judgment and entered a case management and  scheduling order establishing deadlines for the production of expert witness reports and completion of expert depositions; and


WHEREAS, the Court’s scheduling order establishes a deadline of September 1, 2015 for the City and the Union to furnish expert reports to the plaintiffs and
a deadline of October 5, 2015 for the City’s and the Union’s experts to be deposed; and


WHEREAS, the Court’s scheduling order establishes a deadline of December 15, 2015 for the plaintiffs to furnish expert reports to the City and the Union and a deadline of February 1, 2016 for the depositions of the plaintiffs’ experts; and


WHEREAS, the City needs to immediately retain experts to produce reports necessary to the City’s defense of the lawsuit and to assist the City in responding to and deposing the plaintiffs’ experts; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.  Appropriation.  For the 2014-2015 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated and transferred the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):


(a)
Appropriated from:



Office of General Counsel - Retained Earnings 



JXSF 551-38902





$325,000


(b)
Appropriated to:

Office of General Counsel - Ancillary Legal Charges

GCAL551 – 03109 Professional Services
$325,000

Section 2.

Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation in Section 1 is to retain the experts needed to comply with the Federal Court’s case management and scheduling order, which requires that the City’s expert witnesses tender written reports by September 1, 2015, and be available for deposition by October 5, 2015, and that the City depose the plaintiffs’ experts by February 1, 2016.
Section 3. 
Requesting One Cycle Emergency approval. Requesting one cycle emergency approval pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. One cycle emergency passage of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the Court has issued a case management and scheduling order with fast approaching deadlines of September 1, 2015 for production of expert reports and October 5, 2015/February 1, 2016 for the depositions of experts. 

Section 4.

Effective Date.

This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Margaret M. Sidman
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